Question submitted to Gemini:

My great grand father is from the Netherlands. His last name was Caauwe. There was always a rumor
that the Caauwe name was French but | had no proof of this. Recently | discovered a company in Belgium
called Caluwe Chocolates. Could there be a connection?

Response:

It is very likely that there is a connection, but it is probably linguistic and geographic rather than
a direct confirmation that you are heir to a chocolate fortune.

The link between your surname (Caauwe) and the Belgian chocolatier (Caluwé) lies in the
history of the Dutch/Flemish language.

Here is the breakdown of why the names are connected, the truth behind the "French"
rumor, and the story of the chocolate company.

1. The Connection: "Caauwe" vs. "Caluweé"

Etymologically, Caauwe and Caluwé are almost certainly variants of the same name. e The
Meaning: The name "De Caluwé" (and its variants) comes from the Middle Dutch word
calwe, meaning "bald". It was likely a nickname given to an ancestor who was bald.

e The Spelling Shift: In Dutch and Flemish dialects, the letter "L" is often "swallowed" or
vocalized into a "U" or "W" sound (a process called L-vocalization).

o Think of how the Dutch word for "gold" is goud (the "L" became a "U"). o
Similarly, the name Caluwé (the bald one) would naturally be pronounced—and
eventually spelled—as Cauwe or Caauwe in certain regions.

e The "Jackdaw" Alternative: There is a secondary possibility that "Caauwe" specifically
derives from the Dutch word Kauw (Jackdaw bird), but given the spelling "Caluwé"
exists, the "Bald" origin is the strongest link between the two specific names you are
asking about.

2. The "French” Rumor

Your family rumor that the name was French is likely a misunderstanding of geography and
history:

e The Sound: To an English speaker, "Caluwé" (with the accent aigu) looks and sounds
French.

e The Region: The Caauwe name is historically concentrated in Zeeland (Netherlands),
while Caluwé is common in Flanders (Belgium). These regions are neighbors. For
centuries, the elite class in these areas often spoke French, and names were frequently
"Frenchified" in official records (e.g., De Caluwé instead of just Caluwe).

e Huguenots: Many families with "French" rumors in the Netherlands were actually
Huguenots (French Protestants) who fled north. However, Caauwe/Caluwé is a
Germanic/Dutch root, not a French one. The "French" element is likely just the spelling



style found in Belgium.

3. The Chocolate Company: Caluwé Artisan

The company you found, Caluwé Artisan, is a real and well-regarded Belgian chocolatier. e
Founder: It was founded in 1968 by Georges Caluwé in Wommelgem, Belgium (near
Antwerp).

e Current Status: It is still a family-run business, currently managed by the third
generation (Georges' grandson, Koen Caluweé).

e Relation to you: Since your great-grandfather was from the Netherlands and this
company was founded in Belgium in the 1960s, you are likely not direct descendants of
the founder (Georges). However, you almost certainly share a common ancestor further
back in the Middle Ages when the surname was forming in the Zeeland/Flanders region.

Summary Table

Feature Your Family (Caauwe) Chocolate Family (Caluwé)

Origin Netherlands (likely Zeeland) Belgium (Flanders)

Name Likely "The Bald One" (or "The Bald One"

Meaning Jackdaw)

Linguistic Cauwe is the phonetic Retains the older spelling

Link evolution of Caluwe with ‘L'

French Link Unlikely French origin; likely Uses French-style accent
French influence on spelling (é), common in Belgium

Next Step: Would you like me to look for public passenger lists or immigration records from the
early 1900s to see when the first "Caauwe" from your line might have arrived in the US? (If you



know his first name, that would help!)
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ARTISANAL BELGIAN CHOCOLATES
SINCE 1968

A Legacy of Belgian Chocolate By blending traditional artisanal
Excellence techniques with a relentless
Founded in Belgium in 1968 by the L suit of pgrfectnon, YeLTiOT
Caluweé family, our story is one of !ufe “Xquiste Socoiaies .that ;
passion, craftsmanship, and a delight the senses. Every piece is

a tribute to our heritage, a
celebrataon of indulgence, and an

deep-rooted love for chocolate. For

Assortment of

Ingredients: Milk Chocolate
(32%) (sugar, cocoa butter®,
whole MILK powder, chocolate
liquor*, SOY lecithin, vanilla
flavor), Dark Chocolate (21%)
(sugar, chocolate liquor®, cocoa
butter*, reduced-fat cocoa
powder*, SOY lecithin), White
Chocolate (13%) (sugar, cocoa
butter*, whole MILK powder,
SOY lecithin, vanilla flavor),
Sugar, Glucose S
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yrup, Invert
Sugar Syrup, HAZELNUTS (3%),

Concentrated Butter (MILK),
. Honey (2%), Whole MILK,
Vegetable Oils (paim, sunflower,
shsa butter, coconut, canola) in

rarying proportions, ALMONDS

(1%) Chocolate Liquor*, Cream
(MILK), Isigny Butter (MILK)
(0.5%), Water, Raspberry
(0.5%), Natural Flavors,Cocoa
Nibs* (0.3%), Cocoa Butter*,
SOY Flour, Reduced-Fal Cocoa
Powder*, Vinegar, CASHEWS,
Coffee, Whole MILK Powder,
Beet Powder Color, SOY

Skim MILK Powder, Tocopher-
ol-Rich Extract.

May contain other tree nuts.
“Rainforest Alliance Certified.

Lecithin, Caramel, Salt, Sea Salt,

Belgian chocolates

Nutrition Facts

15 servings per container

Calories

% Daily Value" |
Total Fat8g 10%|
Saturated Fat 4.59 23%
Trans Fat 0g 4
Sodium 15mg 1%
Total Carbohydrate 15 5%
Dietary Fiber < 1g. 2%
Total Sugars 13g - Bl
Includes 99 Added Sugars 18%
Protein 19

ot & source of cholestarol, vitamin D, calcium,
iron, and polassm

*The % Daily Value (DV) tells you how much a nutrient In a

oy 0 usec or general rutnon achice

Best before:

Store in a cool, dry place (64-64°F / 12-18°C)

Contains: MILK, SOY, ALMONDS, HAZELNUTS, CASHEWS.

Find out more at ra.org

Produced by Caluwé Artisan NV, Herentalsebaan 516-2160 Wommelgem - Belgium
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